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Refutation Paragraph: Causes of Poverty
Around 50 years ago during President Lyndon B. Johnson’s and Ronald Regan’s eras, there emerged arguments that poverty was the consequence of twisted psychology among the poor. In essence, those who held this perspective reasoned that poverty was not as the consequence of things such as education, lack of jobs or low wages but the negative attitudes of the poor (Ehrenreich, 2014). However, one easily rejects this citing the fact that the presence of obstacles and lack of empowerment is bound to hinder one from acquiring the resources that remove one out of poverty. For instance, it is through education that the poor will become sensitized and enlightened enough to realize the significance of a stable source of income. Moreover, without education, they remain unqualified from the productive and lucrative jobs that would enable effective wealth creation that would shield them from sliding back to poverty. Another argument that was raised is that poverty was also the consequence of faulty lifestyles of the poor (Ehrenreich, 2014). However, poor lifestyle choices can best be eradicated by education. At the same time, even with positive lifestyle choices, one will still require a productive job with good wages to be shielded from poverty. In the absence of education and employment opportunities, positive life choices remain meaningless. 
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